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A Year of Continuity, 
Momentum, and Gratitude

James Mizgala,  
Managing Partner 

Tucker Ellis LLP

As we begin a new year, I’m grateful for our clients’ trust, the dedication of our people, 
and the steady way Tucker Ellis continues to grow while remaining unmistakably 
itself. 2025 brought meaningful client wins, investments in talent and technology, 
and thoughtful leadership transitions that position us for long-term success. We 
enter 2026 with confidence, humility, and a shared commitment to building on the 
strong foundation our colleagues have established over the past two decades.

Leadership transitions  
with purpose 
Last year, our partners elected me to 
serve as Tucker Ellis’s next Managing 
Partner, succeeding my friend and 
colleague Joe Morford, whose 16 years 
of leadership helped shape our firm into 
one of the nation’s most respected. I’m 
honored to carry forward a culture 
defined by excellence, collegiality, and 

purpose, 
and I’m 
deeply 
grateful  
to Joe for 
guiding 
deliberate 
growth 
while 
preserving 

what makes us a special place to 
practice law.

Our leadership bench continued to 
deepen across the firm. We named new 
partners-in-charge in two markets—
Tom Ostrowski in Cleveland and Ashley 
Brandt in Chicago—each of whom will 
play a vital role in advancing our growth 
and maintaining our culture. We also 
evolved practice leadership to broaden 
opportunity and support succession: 
Chelsea Mikula and Seth Wamelink 
now co-chair Business Litigation; Bisi 
Ezeolu and Christine Snyder co-chair 
Labor & Employment; and Brian 
Huelsmann and Cliff Mendelsohn 
co-chair Mass Tort & Product Liability. 
Additionally, Tom Peppard now leads 
Corporate, M&A, and Securities; Chaz 
Weber leads Finance; and Grayson Sieg 
joined Jennifer Mesko as co-chair of our 
Junior Attorney Corps. 

James and Joe at the 2025 Tucker Ellis 
Partner Meeting.

Our 2025 in review

https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/tucker-ellis-announces-election-of-james-mizgala-as-next-managing-partner-effective-january-1-2026/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/joseph-j-morford/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/tucker-ellis-announces-new-partners-in-charge-for-cleveland-and-chicago-effective-january-1-2026/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/thomas-w-ostrowski/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/ashley-w-brandt/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/ashley-w-brandt/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/tucker-ellis-announces-new-practice-group-leaders/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/tucker-ellis-names-four-new-practice-group-co-chairs/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/chelsea-mikula/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/seth-h-wamelink/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/ndubisi-bisi-a-ezeolu/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/ndubisi-bisi-a-ezeolu/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/christine-m-snyder/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/brian-j-huelsmann/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/brian-j-huelsmann/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/clifford-s-mendelsohn/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/tucker-ellis-names-tom-peppard-and-chaz-weber-as-new-practice-group-leaders/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/thomas-r-peppard-jr/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/john-c-chaz-weber/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/john-c-chaz-weber/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/grayson-k-sieg/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/jennifer-l-mesko/
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“I’m honored to carry forward a culture defined by 
excellence, collegiality, and purpose.”  —James Mizgala

These transitions reflect our commitment 
to developing leaders and ensuring 
continuity for clients.

Client results that matter
Across the firm in 2025, our lawyers 
delivered results that solved problems 
and moved businesses forward, while 
earning recognition for legal excellence 
from Chambers USA, The Legal 500, 
Best Law Firms, Best Lawyers, and 
many other organizations. Our litigators 
tried seven cases across four states—
California, Florida, Ohio, and Texas—
securing decisive jury verdicts on both 
the defense and plaintiff sides, while our 
appellate lawyers argued seven appeals 
nationwide and earned multiple victories, 
including three published decisions.

We saw continued momentum in 
intellectual property. Our IP team 
supported 1,400+ patent filings and 830+ 
trademark applications, resulting in 
1,000+ issued patents and 640 registered 
trademarks, reflecting sustained demand 
across innovation-driven industries.

On the transactional side, we executed 
several significant deals, including Enovis’s 
$60 million sale of its Dr. Comfort business 
to Promus Equity Partners and the 
recapitalization of System Seals by Vance 
Street Capital. The latter earned Peter 
Rome, Dan Schiau, and Ryan Kray The 

M&A Advisor’s “Industrials Deal of the 
Year ($50–$100MM)” Award. 

Meanwhile, our finance and real estate 
teams completed more than 125 
transactions with an aggregate value 
exceeding $9.8 billion, reinforcing the 
firm’s position as a go-to advisor on 
complex financings and real estate  
deals nationwide.

Investing in people, 
technology, and security 
We continued to invest in our people 
through strategic expansion, mentorship, 
and professional development. Through 
our annual in-house programs—
including Trial Academy, Litigation 
Institute, IP Summit, and Junior Attorney 
Corps—we maintained our commitment 
to developing the next generation of 
Tucker Ellis lawyers. 

We also invested in infrastructure that 
enhances quality, predictability, and 
value. In 2025, we adopted advanced 
legal AI technology across the firm, 
integrating it thoughtfully to enhance 
productivity and legal analysis while 
maintaining rigorous oversight and strong 
information-governance controls. These 
investments reflect the expectations of 
our sophisticated clients and the 
regulatory standards of the industries 
they serve. 

Together, these efforts underscore our 
commitment to a future defined by 
deliberate innovation, continuous talent 
development, and disciplined, trusted 
client service.

A culture that shows up 
In a year of evolving discussions about 
diversity initiatives, our commitment to 
inclusion remained core to our culture 
and to our future. In 2025, we deepened 
our engagement with the Leadership 
Council on Legal Diversity (LCLD), 
welcoming new Fellows and Pathfinders 
and earning recognition as an LCLD Top 
Performer and Compass Award recipient. 

Throughout the year, our Inclusion 
Resource Groups and colleagues led 
programs that fostered learning, 
allyship, and community engagement, 
while our Pipeline Program initiatives 
continued to expand access to the  
legal profession for students in our 
communities and our pro bono efforts 
continued to support access to justice 
for our neighbors in need. 

The road ahead 
As we enter a new year—and as I step 
into my role as Managing Partner—my 
vision is clear: maintain and nurture 
Tucker Ellis’s reputation as a place where 
talented professionals want to build 
careers and where clients receive 
consistently excellent service across our 
nationwide platform. I’m proud of what 
we accomplished together in 2025 and 
excited for 2026, which promises to  
be even better as long as we remain 
grounded in our values, energized by 
our people, and focused on helping  
our clients succeed.

Cliff Mendelsohn delivers a lecture ahead 
of our 2025 Trial Academy.

1,000+ 
issued  

patents

640 
registered 

trademarks

7 
appeals

$9.8 billion 
in Finance and Real Estate 

transactions

7 
trials

https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/tucker-ellis-earns-29-lawyer-rankings-and-10-practice-area-rankings-in-chambers-usa-2025/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/tucker-ellis-ranked-in-legal-500-united-states-2025/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/tucker-ellis-earns-best-law-firms-national-tier-1-ranking-in-mass-tort-litigation-class-actions-defendants-for-2026/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/118-tucker-ellis-attorneys-named-to-the-best-lawyers-in-america-and-best-lawyers-ones-to-watch-in-america-for-2026/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/tucker-ellis-represents-enovis-in-sale-of-dr-comfort-business/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/tucker-ellis-represents-enovis-in-sale-of-dr-comfort-business/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/peter-a-rome/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/peter-a-rome/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/daniel-l-schiau-ii/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/ryan-kray/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/tucker-ellis-deal-wins-the-ma-advisors-industrials-deal-of-the-year-50mm-to-100-mm-award/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/tucker-ellis-deal-wins-the-ma-advisors-industrials-deal-of-the-year-50mm-to-100-mm-award/


4

Strengthening Our Bench 

Welcome to our new attorneys 
2025 marked another strong year of thoughtful growth at Tucker Ellis. Across our Hallways nationwide, we welcomed a 
new class of attorneys whose experience, perspective, and talent further strengthen our ability to serve clients across 
key practice areas. These additions reflect our continued focus on building teams that are collaborative, client-focused, 
and aligned with the firm’s strategic priorities.

We are proud to welcome the attorneys who joined Tucker Ellis in 2025 and look forward to the contributions they will 
make to our clients, our firm, and our communities.

Jennifer  
Burkhart

Associate 
St. Louis

Alex A.  
Chamchikh

Associate 
Los Angeles

Benjamin  
Crawford

Associate 
Cleveland

Emma L.  
Eaton

Associate 
Chicago

Benjamin K.  
Eldredge

Associate 
Cleveland

Michael W.  
Gaches

Counsel 
D.C. Metro

Alexis D.  
Bovell

Associate 
Cleveland

Tony A.  
Andrade

Associate 
San Francisco

Ashley B.  
Avakian

Associate 
Los Angeles

https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/jennifer-burkhart/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/jennifer-burkhart/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/alex-a-chamchikh/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/alex-a-chamchikh/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/benjamin-crawford/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/benjamin-crawford/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/emma-l-eaton/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/emma-l-eaton/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/benjamin-k-eldredge/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/benjamin-k-eldredge/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/michael-gaches/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/michael-gaches/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/alexis-d-bovell/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/alexis-d-bovell/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/tony-a-andrade/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/tony-a-andrade/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/ashley-b-avakian/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/ashley-b-avakian/
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Charlotte  
Godart

Associate 
Los Angeles

Daniel J.  
Kloos

Associate 
Cleveland

Catherine G.  
Mandry

Associate 
Cleveland

Jessica  
Toncler

Associate 
Cleveland

Michael J.  
Scheiman

Counsel  
Cleveland

Jarard P.  
Williams

Associate 
St. Louis

John J.  
Yoo

Associate 
Orange County

Amy  
Papuga

Associate 
Cleveland

Adam J.  
Marquart

Counsel 
Columbus

Luke J.  
Moneypenny

Associate 
Columbus

https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/charlotte-godart/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/charlotte-godart/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/daniel-j-kloos/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/daniel-j-kloos/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/catherine-g-mandry/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/catherine-g-mandry/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/jessica-toncler/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/jessica-toncler/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/michael-j-scheiman/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/michael-j-scheiman/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/jarard-p-williams/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/jarard-p-williams/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/john-j-yoo/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/john-j-yoo/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/amy-papuga/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/amy-papuga/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/adam-j-marquart/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/adam-j-marquart/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/luke-j-moneypenny/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/luke-j-moneypenny/
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Elevating Legal Excellence

In 2025, Tucker Ellis continued its commitment to developing exceptional lawyers through robust, high-impact in-house 
programs. Designed to support attorneys at every stage of their careers, these initiatives emphasized practical skill 
development, collaboration across practices and offices, and meaningful engagement with firm and client leadership. 

Advancing our in-house programs

Colleagues continued bonding 
over dinner following a rigorous 
day of presentations at our  
IP Summit.

IP Summit
In August, the firm’s 
annual IP Summit 
convened intellectual 
property attorneys 
from across the 
country for a full  
day of knowledge- 
sharing and  
professional  
development. The 
program focused 
on emerging 
legal trends, recent case law, and evolving 
prosecution and litigation strategies, enabling 
attendees to deepen their technical expertise while 
strengthening cross-office collaboration in support 
of innovative client solutions.

Trial Academy
Following 
preparatory CLE 
sessions, participants 
in our 2025 Trial 
Academy stepped 
into first-chair roles 
during a full-scale 
mock trial based 
on a complex 
products liability 
matter, navigating 
everything from 
pretrial motions to 
jury instructions. The experience demanded quick 
decision-making, teamwork, and command of 
courtroom procedure—skills essential to confident 
trial leadership.

Litigation 
Institute
Our 2025 Litigation 
Institute built 
on its strong 
foundation with two 
immersive sessions 
in September 
and October that 
brought together 
associates and 
experienced faculty 
for advanced advocacy training. Participants engaged 
in hands-on workshops, strategy discussions, and 
mentorship opportunities focused on trial readiness and 
client representation. The program continues to play a 
critical role in preparing the firm’s next generation of trial 
lawyers to meet the increasingly complex demands of 
modern litigation.

In-House Counsel Summit
Marking its 12th year in 2025, our In-House Counsel 
Summit remains a signature program connecting Tucker 
Ellis attorneys with corporate legal leaders. The in-person 
program, hosted in Cleveland, featured a slate of engaging 
CLE sessions examining current legal, ethical, and business 
challenges, including intellectual property enforcement, 
labor-trafficking risk, evolving ethics standards, 
compliance governance, and key developments from the 
Supreme Court’s 2024–25 term. The series concluded with 
four additional virtual sessions held through December, 
extending the conversation and providing continued 
access to timely insights for in-house counsel nationwide.

Participants in our Litigation Institute 
gather in small groups for advanced 
training. The theme of our 2025 program 
was “Drafting and Arguing Motions for 
Summary Judgment.”

Our 2025 Trial Academy teams 
were led by Jay Shultz and 
Spencer Krebs (Defense) and 
Maha Kabbash and M.D. 
Akinmurele (Plaintiff), with 
assistance from Brooke Pauley 
and Lucy Zelina. 

Among the TE attorneys 
who presented at our 2025 
In-House Counsel Summit, 
Caroline Tinsley and Grayson 
Sieg explored cutting-edge 
ethical challenges related to 
AI, social media, and other 
ethical dilemmas.

https://www.tuckerellis.com/careers/mentoring-training/intellectual-property-law-summit/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/careers/mentoring-training/trial-academy/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/tucker-ellis-kicks-off-trial-academy-2025/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/tucker-ellis-kicks-off-trial-academy-2025/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/tucker-ellis-concludes-2025-trial-academy-in-cleveland/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/tucker-ellis-concludes-2025-trial-academy-in-cleveland/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/careers/mentoring-training/litigation-institute/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/careers/mentoring-training/litigation-institute/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/tucker-ellis-concludes-2025-litigation-institute/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/tucker-ellis-concludes-2025-litigation-institute/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/tucker-ellis-holds-in-person-sessions-of-2025-in-house-counsel-summit-series/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/tucker-ellis-holds-in-person-sessions-of-2025-in-house-counsel-summit-series/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/james-r-shultz/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/spencer-krebs/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/maha-m-kabbash/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/motunrayo-d-m-d-akinmurele/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/motunrayo-d-m-d-akinmurele/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/brooke-n-pauley/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/lucy-r-zelina/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/caroline-m-tinsley/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/grayson-k-sieg/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/grayson-k-sieg/
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Excellence in  
the Courtroom

2025 trial and appellate highlights

Major defense verdicts  
and trial wins
Throughout the year, our trial attorneys 
achieved multiple complete and 
defense-leaning jury verdicts in 
high-stakes matters. In Los Angeles, 
we secured a full defense verdict 
for BMW in a crashworthiness trial 
involving more than $100 million in 
claimed damages, with jurors finding 
the vehicle’s structure and restraint 
systems were not defective. We also 
obtained a unanimous defense verdict 
in an informed-consent medical 
negligence trial, rejecting claims of 
permanent nerve injury. In Texas, a jury 
returned a complete defense verdict 
in a five-vehicle highway accident case 
seeking $8.9 million after agreeing 
with the defense position that a 
different driver caused the collision. 
In an Ohio medical negligence and 
wrongful death trial, jurors rejected the 
wrongful death claim and allocated 
only minimal liability, substantially 
limiting exposure.

7 1 7
Trials Arbitration Appeals

cases tried  
in 4 states

In 2025, our attorneys secured decisive 
courtroom and appellate victories, 
including defense verdicts in high-
exposure trials, multimillion-dollar 
plaintiff recoveries, and published 
appellate decisions shaping business, 
product liability, copyright, insurance, 
and trade secret law.

Plaintiff-side trial victory and 
major judgment
In a three-week Orange County jury 
trial involving the theft of our client’s 
business interests, our Orange  
County-based trial lawyers obtained  
a judgment exceeding $30 million.

Appellate and landmark wins
Our attorneys secured significant 
appellate victories shaping legal 
precedent. For our client Boehringer 
Ingelheim, the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Eighth Circuit affirmed summary 
judgment and a $1.7 million attorneys’ 
fee award in a long-running copyright 
dispute and upheld approval of a 
contested bankruptcy settlement. 
Additionally, the Sixth Circuit affirmed 
denial of more than $1 million in 
sanctions in a complex trade secret 
matter. In California, appellate courts 
issued decisions limiting fee-shifting 
in commercial lease disputes and 
enforcing mandatory statutory 
buyouts in limited partnership 
dissolution cases.

https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/tucker-ellis-obtains-complete-defense-verdict-for-bmw/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/tucker-ellis-obtains-complete-defense-verdict-for-bmw/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/tucker-ellis-trial-team-obtains-complete-defense-verdict-in-medical-negligence-case/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/tucker-ellis-team-obtains-defense-verdict-for-client-in-motor-vehicle-accident-case/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/tucker-ellis-orange-county-team-obtains-30-million-trial-victory-for-client/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/tucker-ellis-orange-county-team-obtains-30-million-trial-victory-for-client/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/tucker-ellis-team-obtains-two-complete-appellate-wins-for-client-in-copyright-lawsuit-and-bankruptcy-proceeding/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/tucker-ellis-team-obtains-two-complete-appellate-wins-for-client-in-copyright-lawsuit-and-bankruptcy-proceeding/
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Making a Difference  
Through Pro Bono Service

2025 pro bono highlights
At Tucker Ellis, our commitment to 
pro bono service remains central to 
who we are and how we practice law. 
In 2025, attorneys from every Hallway 
devoted their time and talent to 
expanding access to justice—
partnering with nonprofit 
organizations, representing 
vulnerable clients, and advancing 
thoughtful dialogue around pro bono 
leadership and impact.

U.S. Supreme Court advocacy
Led by Chad Eggspuehler, Tucker 
Ellis and co-counsel Advocates 4 
Trans Equality filed an amicus brief in 
Hecox and BPJ, challenging bans on 
transgender athletes and presenting 

a historically grounded analysis of 
discrimination, supported by legal 
historians nationwide. Extensive 
support came from Ben Crawford, 
Danielle Easton, Ben Eldredge, Tayler 
Gill, and Jessica Toncler.

Civil rights and Section 1983 
representation
Diana Gerstel and Cheska Tolentino 
in the District of New Jersey and  
Max Huber in the Eastern District of 
Illinois continued court-appointed 
representations of incarcerated clients 
alleging constitutional violations. 
Diana and Cheska’s case claiming  
a correctional facility’s failure to 
mitigate COVID-19 risks is ongoing, 

while Max’s case concluded in a 
settlement that provided  
meaningful closure.

Tenant and housing advocacy
Representation by Danielle Easton 
and Spencer Krebs in a landlord-
tenant dispute utilized strategic 
motion practice and led to a 
favorable settlement.

Nonprofit and  
employment counseling
Christine Snyder provided ongoing 
pro bono employment counseling to 
the Cleveland Animal Protective 
League and the Center for Arts 
Inspired Learning, while Anna-Sophie 
Tirre advised Harvest Home, a 
nonprofit serving unhoused 
expectant mothers in Los Angeles, 
on immigration considerations for 
hiring a non-citizen social worker.

Patent pro bono work
Through the Ohio Patent Pro Bono 
Program, Francesca LaMontagne 
and Patrick Clunk guided a solo 
inventor through the beginning 
stages of USPTO examination of  
an innovative shoe design.

Deepening our pro bono relationships
In 2025, Tucker Ellis expanded its collaborative 
footprint by hosting educational programming 
with the CSU|LAW Terry Gilbert Wrongful 
Conviction Clinic and Voices of Injustice during 
ABA Pro Bono Month. The firm also launched  
a new partnership with the CMBA Non-Profit 
Legal Resource Center, broadening its nonprofit 
advisory efforts, and attended Expungement 
Clinics of The Legal Aid Society of Cleveland, 
supporting access to justice for neighbors in need.

Pro Bono at Tucker Ellis

Patent Prosecution for  
Solo Inventors

Veterans’ Benefits 

Brief-Service and  
Advice Clinics

Adoption and Family Status

Death Penalty Appeals  
and Support

Standby and Trial  
Preparation Support

1983 Actions

Appellate and  
Amicus Advocacy

Housing and  
Landlord/Tenant Issues

Immigration Counseling

Nonprofit and  
Employment Counseling

Administrative and  
Reimbursement Disputes

TE attorneys Cate Mandry and Justin 
Eddy with Laura Grieg and Jonathan 
Witmer-Rich of CSU|LAW and RuEl 
Sailor and Charles Jackson of Voices 
of Injustice.

TE attorneys Ben Crawford, Joe 
Manno, Zach Kaplan, Justin 
Eddy, and Director of Professional 
Development Kari Burns attended 
an Expungement Clinic of The 
Legal Aid Society of Cleveland. 

https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/chad-m-eggspuehler/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/benjamin-crawford/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/danielle-m-easton/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/benjamin-k-eldredge/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/tayler-l-gill/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/tayler-l-gill/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/jessica-toncler/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/diana-katz-gerstel/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/cheska-tolentino/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/maxwell-d-huber/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/danielle-m-easton/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/spencer-krebs/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/christine-m-snyder/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/anna-sophie-tirre/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/anna-sophie-tirre/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/francesca-i-lamontagne/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/patrick-f-clunk/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/catherine-g-mandry/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/justin-j-eddy/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/justin-j-eddy/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/benjamin-crawford/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/joseph-a-manno/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/joseph-a-manno/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/zachary-o-kaplan/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/justin-j-eddy/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/justin-j-eddy/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/kari-burns/
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Fostering Inclusion

In 2025, Tucker Ellis reaffirmed that 
inclusion remains a fundamental 
element of our culture. Through 
sustained leadership, intentional 
programming, and national 
engagement, the firm continued  
to foster a workplace where people  
are valued for the perspectives and 
experiences they bring to their work—
and where opportunity is accessible  
at every stage of a legal career.

National recognition and 
partnerships
We  remained deeply engaged with 
the Leadership Council on Legal 
Diversity (LCLD), with Ed Racek 
participating in the Fellows Program 
and Tayler Gill and Edet Nsemo 
participating in the Pathfinder 
Program, and several of our past 
members—including Charissa Walker, 
DT Amajoyi, and V. Sathienmars —
attending LCLD meetings and 
contributing to alumni leadership.  
In recognition of our sustained 
involvement, the firm was recognized 
as a LCLD 2025 Top Performer and 
Compass Award recipient. 

Our year in inclusion

Building community through 
connection 
Throughout 2025, Tucker Ellis’s Inclusion 
Resource Groups (IRGs) strengthened 
community and advanced inclusion by 
creating meaningful opportunities for 
connection, learning, and engagement 
across the firm. Through heritage month 
programming, cultural celebrations, 
and firmwide initiatives—from Black 
History Month and Women’s History 
Month to Pride Month and other 

heritage observances—IRGs encouraged 
dialogue, shared perspectives, and 
celebrated the experiences of our 
people. IRG leaders and members also 
extended this impact beyond the firm 
by participating in external leadership 
and professional development 
programs and supporting community-
focused efforts.

Our 2025 LCLD Class—Ed Racek, Tayler Gill, and Edet Nsemo—at the 
LCLD Spring Meeting in March.

For Black History Month, our Black 
Inclusion & Advancement Network 
(BIAN) hosted a presentation and Q&A 
on the Intersectionality of Black Arts, led 
by co-chairs Sarena Holder and Ludgy 
LaRochelle with guest presenters from the 
Cleveland International Film Festival and 
The Cleveland Orchestra.

For Pride Month, colleagues gathered for 
a cupcake decorating contest hosted by 
lgbTE. Pictured above, Chris Kansy with  
her first prize-winning contest entry. 

Cheska Tolentino, Diana Gerstel, 
Maha Kabbash, and Sheri Rigas of our 
Morristown office enjoyed Arabic treats 
distributed firmwide by our AAPINHMENA 
IRG to celebrate Arab American History 
Month.

https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/racek-gill-and-nsemo-named-to-2025-class-of-leadership-council-on-legal-diversity/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/racek-gill-and-nsemo-named-to-2025-class-of-leadership-council-on-legal-diversity/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/edward-w-racek/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/tayler-l-gill/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/edet-d-nsemo/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/charissa-n-walker/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/nwadiuto-dt-amajoyi/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/v-sathienmars/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/tucker-ellis-recognized-by-lcld-as-a-2025-top-performer-and-compass-award-winner/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/tucker-ellis-recognized-by-lcld-as-a-2025-top-performer-and-compass-award-winner/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/inclusion/inclusion-resource-groups/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/inclusion/inclusion-resource-groups/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/inclusion/inclusion-resource-groups/black-inclusion-and-advancement-network/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/inclusion/inclusion-resource-groups/black-inclusion-and-advancement-network/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/inclusion/inclusion-resource-groups/black-inclusion-and-advancement-network/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/sarena-m-holder/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/ludgy-a-larochelle/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/ludgy-a-larochelle/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/inclusion/inclusion-resource-groups/lgbte/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/cheska-tolentino/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/diana-katz-gerstel/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/maha-m-kabbash/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/inclusion/inclusion-resource-groups/aapinhmena-irg/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/inclusion/inclusion-resource-groups/aapinhmena-irg/


10

Strengthening the  
Legal Pipeline

In 2025, Tucker Ellis continued to 
invest in the future of the legal 
profession by creating meaningful 
points of access for students at 
multiple stages of their educational 
journeys. Our Pipeline Program 
emphasizes early exposure,  
practical experience, and sustained 
mentorship to help students better 
understand both the study and 
practice of law.

Opening doors to the profession
Throughout the year, attorneys 
volunteered with Junior Achievement 
of Greater Cleveland, supported 
students through the 3Rs program, 
hosted participants in the Saint 
Martin de Porres High School Work-
Study Program, and welcomed a 
Louis Stokes Scholars Program intern 
through the Cleveland Metropolitan 
Bar Association. We also remained 
actively engaged in inclusion-forward 
recruitment and law school outreach 

through the LCLD 1L Scholars Program, 
Norman S. Minor Bar Association 
(NSMBA) Law Student Summits, 
scholarships, sponsorships, and moot 
court coaching.

By pairing hands-on involvement 
with long-term partnerships, Tucker 
Ellis continues to support emerging 
talent while strengthening the 
profession and the communities  
we serve.

Chad Eggspuehler (pictured with student team), Jenn Mesko, Grayson Sieg, 
and Ethan Weber were among the TE attorneys who participated in moot 
court programs in 2025.

Sydney-Marie Flowers, our 2025 Louis Stokes Scholar, 
presented on her experience interning with Tucker Ellis.

Glenn Morrical and Bridget McCusker led a Junior 
Achievement exercise at Berea Midpark Middle School 
in February.

Tucker Ellis hosted the NSMBA’s Spring 
and Fall Summits, supporting students 
navigating law school and the profession.

https://www.tuckerellis.com/inclusion/pipeline-program/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/inclusion/pipeline-program/junior-achievement/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/inclusion/pipeline-program/junior-achievement/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/inclusion/pipeline-program/3rs/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/inclusion/pipeline-program/saint-martin-de-porres-high-school-work-study-program/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/inclusion/pipeline-program/saint-martin-de-porres-high-school-work-study-program/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/inclusion/pipeline-program/saint-martin-de-porres-high-school-work-study-program/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/inclusion/pipeline-program/louis-stokes-scholars-legal-internship-program/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/inclusion/pipeline-program/law-school-programs/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/chad-m-eggspuehler/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/jennifer-l-mesko/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/grayson-k-sieg/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/ethan-w-weber/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/bridget-a-mccusker/
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Throughout 2025, Tucker Ellis attorneys earned wide-ranging industry recognition for their excellence across 
practices, reflecting the depth of our talent and our continued focus on delivering outstanding results for clients.*

Accolades

Tucker Ellis received 11 national and 
50 regional rankings for 2026 in 
the 16th edition of the United 
States Best Law Firms® rankings, 
including a National Tier 1 ranking 
in the area of Mass Tort Litigation / 
Class Actions – Defendants.

Dozens of TE attorneys in Ohio, 
Illinois, Missouri, New Jersey, and 
California were named to the 2025 
and 2026 Super Lawyers® and 
Rising Stars® lists. 

Our practice groups and attorneys also earned accolades from a variety of distinguished organizations, 
including:

	  LMG Life Sciences (Product Liability)

	  �Lawdragon 500 Leading Litigators in America (Commercial Litigation, Product Liability; Business 
Litigation, Partnership Disputes; Product Liability, Toxic Torts; Complex Civil Litigation, esp. Class 
Action; and IP Litigation)

	  �The Legal500 United States (Product Liability, Mass Tort and Class Action – Defense: Pharmaceuticals 
and Medical Devices; and Product Liability, Mass Tort and Class Action – Defense: Toxic Tort)

	  WTR 1000 (Trademark)

	  IAM Patent 1000 (Patent)

	  IFLR1000 (Banking, Capital Markets, M&A, and Real Estate)

	  Midwest Real Estate News (Real Estate)

119 TE attorneys were listed in The Best Lawyers 
in America® and Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch 
in America® for 2026. Carlos Garritano, John 
Slagter, Scott Stitt, and Peter Voudouris were 
named to Best Lawyers’ “Lawyer of the Year” 
awards lists.

Chambers USA ranked 29 of our 
individual lawyers in its 2025 
guide, increasing the firm’s 
rankings by four newly ranked 
attorneys since 2024. The firm 
was also ranked in 10 practice 
areas.

*No aspect of these advertisements has been approved by the Supreme Court of New Jersey.

https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/tucker-ellis-earns-best-law-firms-national-tier-1-ranking-in-mass-tort-litigation-class-actions-defendants-for-2026/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/twenty-eight-tucker-ellis-attorneys-named-to-2026-ohio-super-lawyers-and-rising-stars-lists/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/knutson-mizgala-and-torf-named-to-2025-illinois-super-lawyers-list/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/five-tucker-ellis-attorneys-selected-for-2025-missouri-and-kansas-super-lawyers-and-rising-stars-lists/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/super-lawyers-names-cheska-tolentino-to-2025-list-of-new-jersey-rising-stars/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/super-lawyers-names-alex-safyan-to-2025-southern-california-rising-stars-list/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/lmg-life-sciences-ranks-tucker-ellis-in-tier-1-for-product-liability-eight-attorneys-recognized-for-2025/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/six-tucker-ellis-partners-honored-in-the-2026-lawdragon-500-leading-litigators-in-america/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/tucker-ellis-ranked-in-legal-500-united-states-2025/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/wtr-1000-2025-ranks-tucker-ellis-and-five-attorneys-across-multiple-jurisdictions/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/tucker-ellis-recognized-with-eight-individual-and-two-firm-rankings-in-the-2025-iam-patent-1000/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/iflr1000-rates-four-tucker-ellis-partners-and-four-areas-of-practice-for-2025/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/tucker-ellis-ranked-in-midwest-real-estate-news-best-of-the-best-top-midwest-real-estate-law-firms-for-13th-consecutive-year/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/118-tucker-ellis-attorneys-named-to-the-best-lawyers-in-america-and-best-lawyers-ones-to-watch-in-america-for-2026/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/118-tucker-ellis-attorneys-named-to-the-best-lawyers-in-america-and-best-lawyers-ones-to-watch-in-america-for-2026/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/118-tucker-ellis-attorneys-named-to-the-best-lawyers-in-america-and-best-lawyers-ones-to-watch-in-america-for-2026/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/118-tucker-ellis-attorneys-named-to-the-best-lawyers-in-america-and-best-lawyers-ones-to-watch-in-america-for-2026/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/carlos-p-garritano/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/john-p-slagter/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/john-p-slagter/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/scott-j-stitt/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/s-peter-voudouris/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/four-tucker-ellis-partners-named-to-best-lawyers-lawyer-of-the-year-awards-lists-for-2026/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/news/tucker-ellis-earns-29-lawyer-rankings-and-10-practice-area-rankings-in-chambers-usa-2025/
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In 2025, our legal professionals continued to give their time, talent, and leadership in service of our communities—
through pro bono representation, hands-on volunteerism, strategic sponsorships, and active involvement with civic 
and nonprofit organizations nationwide. The partnerships highlighted below reflect just a portion of the ways our firm 
worked alongside community partners to support access, opportunity, and meaningful impact throughout the year.

A Walk On Water
Above the Line Network
Acacia Fraternity Alumni & Housing 

Board at University of Illinois 
Urbana-Champaign

Active Surf
Akron Roundtable
Akron Zoo
America Scores Cleveland
American Bar Association
Andrea Rose Teodosio  

Memorial Foundation
Animal Protective League
Apollo’s Fire Baroque Orchestra
Arabian Horse Association
Arabian Horse Foundation

Asian American Bar Association  
of Ohio 

Ben Curtis Family Foundation
Brothers’ Helpers
Business Volunteers Unlimited
Carter Foundation
CASA of Mideast Missouri
Case Western Reserve School of Law 

Planned Giving Committee
Case Western Reserve University 

School of Law Alumni  
Association Board

Center for Arts Inspired Learning
Chagrin Arts
City Club of Cleveland
City of Lake Forest Legal Committee

Cleveland Animal Protective League
Cleveland Bocce Club
Cleveland International Film Festival
Cleveland Metropolitan Bar Association
Cleveland Metropolitan  

Bar Foundation
Cleveland Sight Center
Cleveland State University  

College of Law
Cleveland Zoological Society
Community Legal Aid
Cornerstone Pregnancy Center
Cross of Hope Church
Cuyahoga Community College  

Advisory Board
Cycle for Survival

Serving with Purpose

Our community work in 2025
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Deaconess Foundation
Defense Research Institute (DRI)
DRI: Women in the Law Committee
Denison University Alumni
Emergency Shelter Coalition 
Federal Bar Association 
Fieldstone Farm Therapeutic  

Riding Endowment
Fireflies Ride to Support City of  

Hope Cancer Research
Five Acres
Flats Forward
Friends of Kids with Cancer
Galena Elks Lodge No. 882
Harvest for Hunger
Hattie Larlham Building on Legacy 

Campaign Committee
Hope Ignites
Humane Society
InMotion
International Women in Insolvency and 

Restructuring
Knights of Columbus
Leadership Council on Legal Diversity

The Legal Aid Society of Cleveland
Life Rolls On
Los Angeles County Bar Association
Lutheran Metropolitan Ministry (LMM)
National Asian Pacific American  

Bar Association
North Shore Animal League
Ohio Invents
Ohio SIBS
Ohio State Bar Association
OSBA Marvin R. Pliskin Advanced 

Probate and Estate Planning Seminar 
Curriculum Committee

Poor Clares of Perpetual Adoration, 
Cleveland Chapter

Preterm
Private Directors Association
Providence House
Red Oak Behavioral Health
Safe Families for Children
San Francisco Department of  

Police Accountability
Scouting America (d/b/a Boy Scouts  

of America)
Seeds of Literacy

Share Our Selves
St. Jude’s Hospital
St. Louis Paralegal Association
Stratford Village  

Neighborhood Association
Susan G. Komen Northeast Ohio
Thrive Counseling Center
Toys for Tots
Trellis Supportive Care
Trinity Cathedral
Vietnam Veterans of America
Washington State Bar Association
Waves For All
YMCA of Greater Cleveland

“After nearly nine years on the Greater Cleveland Habitat for Humanity 
board, I’ve witnessed how homeownership breaks cycles of poverty and 
builds generational wealth. As a real estate attorney, helping families 
secure that foundation—and shaping the strategy to reach more of 
them—is deeply meaningful to me.”

—�Ashley Gault, Real Estate Partner and Greater Cleveland Habitat for Humanity 
Board Chair

“I believe that serving on boards with missions that align with my passions allows 
me to not only give back but also continue to grow personally and professionally. 
As a lifelong animal lover and former teacher, service on the boards of Center 
for Arts Inspired Learning and the Cleveland Animal Protective League has 
been extremely rewarding.”

—�Christine Snyder, Labor & Employment Group Co-Chair; Vice Chair, Cleveland  
Animal Protective League Board of Directors; Center for Arts-Inspired Learning  
Board Member 

https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/ashley-e-gault/
https://www.tuckerellis.com/people/christine-m-snyder/
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In the Community

Our year in photos
1. In June, Tucker Ellis was proud to 
sponsor Project Youth OC’s Brewfest, 
which raised more than $50,000 to 
support the organization.

2. For Tucker Ellis Day, our firmwide 
day of service in July, colleagues in  
all TE Hallways volunteered with  
local organizations, including 
Chicago FarmWorks, Lydia’s House, 
Humble Design, The Legal Aid 
Society of Cleveland, and Red  
Oak Behavioral Health.

3. In July, we welcomed Cleveland-
area students for lunch and a candid 
panel conversation about careers 
in law through our partnership with 
Open Doors Academy.

4. In January, we were honored to 
support The Andrea Rose Teodosio 
Memorial Foundation Angel ART 
Auction. Held in memory of the sister 
of TE alum Christopher Teodosio, the 
annual event showcases the talents 
of local artists while raising funds for 
organizations that make a difference.

5. Denise French and Suzanne 
Romanin served up chili to benefit 
Harvest for Hunger during our 10th 
annual Chili Cook-Off in November.

1.

2.

2.

2.

2.

2.



TUCKERELLIS.COM  |  15

5.

6.

8.

7.

9.

4.3.

6. In February, colleagues in our 
Chicago Hallway again rode in “Cycle 
for Survival,” an annual event led 
by Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer 
Center to accelerate progress in rare 
cancer research and bring new and 
better treatment options to people 
around the world.

7. In October, a Tucker Ellis contingent 
gathered to join in the annual walk for 
Ziggy Strong, a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to supporting individuals 
and families battling cancer. 

8. In April, Tucker Ellis hosted the 
annual Susan G. Komen Sip, Savor & 
Strength in Pink gala supporting the 
Carol Smith Memorial Fund.

9. In May, Tucker Ellis sponsored “Fire 
& Roses: The Apollo’s Fire Gala” in 
Cleveland. Apollo’s Fire is a Grammy 
award-winning international baroque 
orchestra that performs on period 
instruments. 

10. In May, several Tucker Ellis attorneys 
and alumni got together at the Rock 
& Roll Hall of Fame to attend “Legends 
of Literacy,” a fundraiser for nonprofit 
Seeds of Literacy. 

11. In October, several TE legal 
professionals and family members 
participated in the Cleveland 
Metropolitan Bar Foundation’s 24th 
Annual Halloween Run for Justice at 
Cleveland’s Edgewater Park. 11.10.
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11 “Long Hallways” serving clients nationwide


