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Joe Morford is a trial lawyer with a practice focused on the representation of major corporations
in complex mass tort, business litigation, and product liability matters both in Ohio and in
courtrooms throughout the United States.

A true believer in and frequent commentator on non-hourly fee arrangements, Joe’s results-driven

approach provides clients with predictability and cost savings by reducing needless motion

practice, discovery, and work on client files. His focus is always on understanding how the

litigation at hand impacts the client’s business as a whole and on preparing his matters efficiently

for trial, which interestingly often leads to more prompt and favorable settlements for our clients.

From 2010 through 2025, Joe served as the National Managing Partner of Tucker Ellis, leading

the firm through an era of remarkable growth and accomplishment. He commonly speaks on law

firm management and leadership topics and is regularly listed as one of the top business leaders

in Northeast Ohio.

Education

Loyola University Chicago School of Law (J.D., 1991)•

University of Notre Dame (B.A., 1988)•

State Admissions

Ohio, 1996•

Illinois, 1991•
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Federal Admissions

Supreme Court of the United States•

United States Court of Appeals, Sixth Circuit•

United States District Court, Northern District of Illinois•

United States District Court, Northern District of Ohio•

United States District Court, Southern District of Ohio•

Service Areas

Mass Tort & Product Liability•

Class Action Litigation•

Business Litigation•

Financial Services – Transactional•

Financial Services Litigation•

Financial Services•
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Publications & Events

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS
“Strategies for Inclusivity in an Uncertain Future,” Creating Equitable & Inclusive Workplaces in

the Current Legal Landscape, Cleveland Metropolitan Bar Association and The Law &

Leadership Institute, Cleveland, Ohio (February 2025)

•

“Raising the Bar CLE: Women’s Experience in Law,” Cleveland Metropolitan Bar Association

(December 2024)

•

“The Quandary of the Challenging Partner,” 2024 PilotLegis Annual Member Conference, San

Diego, California (November 2024)

•

“Pulling It All Together: Growth Strategies that Link Economic Performance and Strategic

Success in Challenging Economic Times,” Inside Practice (June 2023)

•

“Maximizing Efficiency and Profitability in Mid-Sized Law Firms,” ARK National Summit, New

York, New York (May 2023)

•

“Into the Minds of National Legal Innovators,” Cleveland Metropolitan Bar Association

(December 2021)

•

“How to Reward Law Firm Profitability … Particularly in a Non-Hourly Fee Environment,” Law

Firm Compensation Strategy: A Virtual Think-Tank, Ark Group (January 2021)

•

“Legal Disruptors: Ideas Shaking Up the Legal Industry,” Cleveland Metropolitan Bar

Association (December 2020)

•

“Alternative Fee Arrangements: How Law Firm Structure Can Make or Break Them,” 2020 In-

House Counsel Summit Webinar, Tucker Ellis LLP (October 2020)

•

“A Candid Discussion About Alternative Fee Arrangements in a COVID-19 World,” Tucker Ellis

Webinar (May 2020)

•

“Finding the Win-Win in Alternative Fee Arrangements,” 2019 In-House Counsel Summit,

Tucker Ellis LLP, Cleveland, Ohio (November 2019)

•

“Mid-Sized Law Firms: Start the Revolution in the Middle,” Ark Group, Chicago, Illinois (May

2019)

•

“Aligning Law Firm Compensation with Profitability,” Ark Group 8th Annual The Mechanics of

Law Firm Profitability: People, Process & Technology, Chicago, Illinois (March 2019)

•

“Law Firm Leaders Pursuing & Pioneering Change,” The Law Firm Innovation Summit, Suffolk

University Law School, Boston, Massachusetts (November 2018)

•

“Diversity: It’s Complicated,” Ark Group 11th Annual Women Legal 2018, San Francisco,

California (February 2018)

•

“Alternative Fee Arrangements,” 2017 In-House Counsel Summit, Tucker Ellis LLP, Cleveland,

Ohio (October 2017)

•

“Time to Better Serve Our Clients – An Open Discussion Between Law Firm and In-House

Counsel,” Ark Group 2nd Annual Client Growth Strategies for Legal Services (November 2016)

•

“Improving the Future of Legal Service & Practice for Women: How Men and Women Can Work

Together to Change the Outdated Pyramid Structure in Law Firms,” Ark Group & Managing

Partner’s East Coast Women Legal 2015 (May 2015)

•

•
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“Practice Innovation and the Profitability Equation: What is Invested in KM?,” Ark

Group/Managing Partner 9th Annual Conference on Knowledge Management in the Legal

Profession (October 2013)

“Law Firm Pricing & Profitability,” Ark Group 2nd Annual Seminar (September 2013)•

“Emerging Trends in Buying Legal Services – Sourcing Legal Providers in a Changing Business

Environment,” LegalVIEW Forum (July 2013)

•

“Different and Better – One Law Firm’s Experience to Date,” Ark Group Seminar on the Future

of the Legal Industry (October 2012)

•

“Vastly Improving the Manner in which Legal Services are Provided,” presented to McMillan LLP

(August 2012)

•

“Alternative Fee Arrangements,” presented to MAPI Risk Counsel (May 2009)•

PUBLICATIONS
“Without the Rule of Law, Democracy Dies,” Cleveland Metropolitan Bar Journal (May/June

2025)

•

“Distinguishing the Sophisticated User from the Sophisticated Intermediary Defense,” Inter Alia

(February 2011)

•

MEDIA QUOTES
“Tucker Ellis’s Next Managing Partner Focused on Growth, Maintaining Cleveland Roots,”

Crain’s Cleveland Business (October 2025)

•

“Trump RTO Mandates Won’t Disrupt Big Law Policies – But Client Expectations Might,”

Law.com (January 2025)

•

“‘Fake Partners’: These Holdout Law Firms Are Sticking With Single-Tier Partnerships,” The

American Lawyer (July 2024)

•

“Region’s Law Firms See Trends Toward Higher Revenues, More Flexibility Continuing in 2022

,” Crain’s Cleveland Business (January 2022)

•

“Facing Economic Uncertainties, Law Firms Claim Several Millions of Dollars in PPP Funds,”

Crain’s Cleveland Business (July 2020)

•

“What GCs Want From Outside Counsel As Virus Rages On,” Law360 (May 2020)•

“Cutting Legal Aid is Major Concern in NEO,” Crain’s Cleveland Business (April 2017)•

“Do Big Law Firms Have Too Many Committees?“, Bloomberg Law (August 2016)•

“The Evolution of Local Law Firms,” Crain’s Cleveland Business (November 2015)•

“Employees Want to Be Part of Something Meaningful: Top Workplaces 2015,” The Plain

Dealer (June 2015)

•

“Newcomers to the 350,” The National Law Journal (June 2013)•

“10 Years Later: A Look Back and Ahead a Decade after the ABA Commission on Billable

Hours Report,” Legal Management (October/November 2012)

•
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https://www.clemetrobar.org/?pg=CMBABlog&blAction=showEntry&blogEntry=125102
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https://www.crainscleveland.com/government/facing-economic-uncertainties-law-firms-claim-several-millions-dollars-ppp-funds
https://www.law360.com/articles/1270110
http://www.crainscleveland.com/article/20170402/NEWS/170409993/cutting-legal-aid-is-major-concern-in-neo
https://bol.bna.com/do-big-law-firms-have-too-many-committees/
http://www.crainscleveland.com/article/20151101/NEWS/151039961/the-evolution-of-local-law-firms
http://www.cleveland.com/top-workplaces/index.ssf/2015/06/employees_want_to_be_part_of_s.html
https://tuckerellis.com/news_publications/news-events-505
https://tuckerellis.com/files/hassett_afas_legal_management_article.pdf
https://tuckerellis.com/files/hassett_afas_legal_management_article.pdf
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Honors

Who’s Who: The Authoritative Guide to Power in Northeast Ohio, Crain’s Cleveland Business

(2025)

•

The Cleveland 500, Cleveland Magazine (2021, 2022, 2024, 2025)•

Benchmark Litigation

Litigation Star (Product Liability and Recall)»

•

Ohio Super Lawyers® (2008, 2010–2018, 2021, 2022)•

The Best Lawyers in America® (2011–2026)

2014 Cleveland Lawyer of the Year (Mass Tort Litigation/Class Actions – Defendants)»

2012 Cleveland Lawyer of the Year (Mass Tort Litigation)»

•

American Lawyer Media

2013 Top Rated Lawyer in Mass Torts»

•

In the Community

Cleveland-Marshall College of Law

Hall of Fame (2022)»

Board of Visitors, Executive Committee»

•

College Now Greater Cleveland, Board of Directors•

Greater Cleveland Partnership, Board of Directors•

West Side Catholic Center, Board of Advisors, Past President•
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